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BELVIDERE — Students
like eighth-grader Nick
Stone could be looking for
new clothing if the Belvidere
School District approves a
dress code for 2009. Stone
said he doesn’t want admin-
istrators to decide what he
wears.

“I"d be mad” if they en-
forced a dress code, Stone
said. “We’d all just look the
same.”

The clothing require-
ments being considered by
the board could be as simple
as prohibiting suggestive
and distasteful clothing or as
stringent as outlawing jeans
and requiring collared, crew
neck or turtleneck shirtlines.

“A change in the dress
code is the catalyst for the
change in the whole attitude
of everybody in the school,”
board member Lisa Gorman
Perez said. “I don’t think
that standard student attire
should be a reaction to a bad
environment. I think it can be
a proactive move to improv-
ing the schools.”

Board members decid-
ed last month to pursue a
dress code for kindergarten
through fifth grade by the fall
and the rest of the district the
following year. This month,
they chose to continue a dia-
logue with individual schools
and research the effects of a
dress code before adopting
any new rules.

“I would like a full uniform
policy. I've said that for 15
years,” board member Julia
Norem said. “I'm hoping thata
few of our elementary schools
would try to take on that ini-
tiative, and it would move
throughout the district.”

Clothing rules have been
debated by districts across
the nation. Proponents ar-
gue that dress codes instill
discipline, prevent gang col-
ors from being displayed,
help students concentrate on
classwork and make trespass-
ers more easily identifiable.

Uniforms “create a cen-
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Read the three proposals on
Page 11.

ter of excellence focused
on learning, not on whose
parents can afford the best
clothes,” Norem said.

Detractors say dress codes
aren’t a solution to school
violence or achievement is-
sues and that purchasing new
clothing could be difficult for
lower-income families.

Parent Angel Saso said
she sees students dressing
too risque at her daughter’s
middle school.

“Ten- and 12-year-old
girls don’t need to be walking
around with their belly but-
tons out,” Saso said.

Parent Mike Rogers said
dress codes can hide a stu-
dent’s individuality and don’t
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School Board members in the Belvidere School District are pursuing dress codes for students of all grade

“A change in the dress code is the catalyst for
the change in the whole attitude of everybody
in the school. I don’t think that standard stu-
dent attire should be a reaction to a bad envi-
ronment. I think it can be a proactive move to

improving the schools.”

— Lisa Gorman Perez, board member

have the benefits that many
tout.

“One of the things about
dress codes is that some-
times they disguise person-
ality changes and things that
we really need to recognize,”
Rogers said. “If you put ev-
erybody in the same clothes,
how do you figure anybody
out?”

He said similar clothing
won’t mean students concen-

trate more on classwork.
“You find a car that doesn’t
run and think, ‘I’ll put a nice
coat of paint on it and try to
make it run again.’ But what
you do to the outside doesn’t
make the inside run,” Rogers
said. “I think our time and
money would be better spent
looking at better programs.”

Staff writer Kevin Haas can be
reached at 815-544-3452 or khaas@
rrstar.com.
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Tuesdays through Satur-
days: Find stories about
Boone County in Town Pages,
part of our Local&State report.

Thursdays: Read about the
faces who make a difference in
People of the Rock River Valley.

Find out what's happening
and what to do in the Rock
River Valley in GO six days a
week.
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Do you see a pothole? Send a
petition to Gov. Rod Blagojev-
ich asking him to fix state-
owned roads, find our cover-
age and see what readers have
to say about the road craters.
Watch a Rockford resident sing
her pothole song. Find it all at
rrstar.com.
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The Rockford Register Star
strives for accuracy. If you have
a correction or a clarification,
please call 815-987-1350 from
9 a.m. to 6 p.m. weekdays and
from 4 to 8 p.m. weekends.
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